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Long-awaited repairs to
the 73-year-old Touhy Ave-
nue railroad viaduct will
begin soon and should be
complete by year’s end,
Park Ridge officials said at
last week’s City Council
meeting.

The Illinois Department
of Transportation finally
approved plans to divert
street traffic at the inter-
section of Touhy and Busse
Highway during repair
work on the Union Pacific

Railroad viaduct, clearing
the way for work to begin
on or about Nov. 17, Public
Works Director Wayne
Zingsheim said Thursday.

Motorists and commut-
ers should watch for warn-
ing signs that will be placed
– “probably shortly” – at
least a week before con-
struction starts along those
streets and the Metra sta-
tion’s inbound platform,
Zingsheim said.

Repair work to the via-
duct below the station plat-
form will take place be-
tween 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
while work on the platform
will begin at 9 a.m., once the
morning rush is over, Zing-
sheim said.

Once the project begins,
Touhy will be reduced to
one lane in each direction
while Busse will be closed at
Touhy.

Barricades to south-
bound through traffic will
also be placed on Busse at
Greenwood Avenue but
Busse will remain open to
local traffic between Green-
wood and Meacham Ave-
nue, he added.

Problems with the via-
duct at the northwestern
edge of the Park Ridge
Metra station emerged in
February and early March
amid reports of falling de-
bris.

The structure was
deemed a “public safety

hazard” by city officials
after a chunk of concrete
fell from it and reportedly
cracked a resident’s wind-
shield on Feb. 24.

On March 4, Mayor Da-
vid Schmidt demanded that
the Union Pacific, which
owns the viaduct and rail-
road right of way, repair it
within 30 days. Representa-
tives from UP and Metra,
which contracts with UP
for commuter rail service,
met with city officials on
March 21 and then an-
nounced viaduct repair
would begin in about two
months.

In June, Zingsheim said
both UP and Metra told him
the repairs were on sched-

ule “for somewhere in the
middle to late summer.”
Then, he added, repair
work was delayed for
months because IDOT offi-
cials and the project’s con-
tractor, Illinois Construc-
tion Corp., had been “going
back and forth” for months
over the traffic plan.

In September, Schmidt
asked Zingsheim for the
name of someone to call at
IDOT if no progress is
forthcoming and suggested
he would involve Park
Ridge’s legislative delega-
tion, too.

“We have state legisla-
tors, IDOT is a state agency,”
Schmidt said during the
City Council’s Sept. 2 meet-

ing. “Enough, already.”
Once work begins, Metra

will demolish and rebuild
the portion of the station’s
inbound platform that ex-
tends onto the viaduct, and
replace steel brackets hold-
ing it in place. Adjacent
fencing also will be replaced
once new parts are built.

Earlier in the year, UP
installed a “kick plate”
along the bottom of the
fence to prevent debris from
being kicked off the plat-
form and onto Touhy and
covered a gap over an ex-
pansion joint on the plat-
form to prevent rocks and
other debris from falling.
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Repair work set to begin soon on viaduct at Touhy Avenue
Completion likely
by end of the year

By Jon Davis
Special to the Tribune

It wasn’t until June when
Joseph Sanes, 92, of Wil-
mette, was honored during
a memorial to the Battle of
Midway at Naval Station
Great Lakes that his sister
learned all that he — and
others — had been through
during that key World War
II encounter.

As the service of veterans
of all wars is recognized this
week, Sanes’ sister, Marilyn
Berger, 88, said he was a
very private person and
kept his experiences to him-
self.

“I never knew the ship
was torpedoed and he was
in the water,” she said.
“Good thing he knew how
to swim.”

The battle on June 4,
1942, is considered by many
to be one of the most
important naval battles of
World War II and the 20th
century.

Sanes, a south Chicago
native, enlisted in the Navy
at age 19 on Nov. 14, 1941,
just weeks before the Japa-
nese attacked Pearl Harbor.

When war followed, Sanes
was in boot camp at the
Naval Station Great Lakes
but soon found himself on
the destroyer USS Ham-
mann headed to Hawaii.

“It was really a grand
mess,” he said of the de-
struction.

Prior to the Battle of
Midway, “the Japanese
were marching through like
Sherman through Georgia
— they took island after
island, they wiped out our
Asiatic fleet,” Sanes said.

But the tides turned after
U.S. naval forces in the
Pacific received word that
code breakers stationed in
Hawaii had managed to
crack the Japanese naval
code, he said. Adm. Chester
W. Nimitz then ordered the
Hammann and other ves-
sels to return to Pearl Har-
bor in late May 1942.

“We broke the Japanese
code and we knew they
would attack Midway on
the 4th of June, and that’s
exactly what happened,”
Sanes said.

Still, the U.S. fleet was
outnumbered, he said.

“We only had 26 ships,”

he said. “That’s all we had.
They had over 100 ships
total.”

U.S. forces managed to
inflict irrevocable damage
to the Japanese fleet. Sane’s
ship picked up many crew
members of the USS York-
town after it was ordered
abandoned because of sev-
eral torpedo hits. But then, a
decision was made on June
6 to attempt to salvage the
Yorktown and return it to
Pearl Harbor.

During the salvage oper-
ation, at about 3:30 p.m.,
Sanes stood on the bridge of
the Hammann and saw four
torpedoes heading straight
for the vessel. One struck
the Hammann, which sank
in about four minutes.

“By the time I got down
to the main deck, I was knee
deep in water,” he said. “I
didn’t even put on a life
jacket because I was always
a good swimmer.”

An explosion on board
left nearly 80 dead. Sanes
managed to reach a life boat
unscathed about 250 yards
away.

Sanes and other survi-
vors were allowed to return

home for 30 days following
the battle. At the time, Sanes
said, “I didn’t tell my folks
what happened, nothing.”

Over the years, he has
spoken about his experi-
ences at various events and
occasionally to fourth
graders at McKenzie Ele-
mentary School in Wil-
mette.

“He was really, really
responsive to the kids in

terms of understanding
their attention span,” said
Kris Uhler, a fourth grade
teacher at McKenzie. “He
answered questions in a
really calm way even
though sometimes the kids
would maybe push him to
tell something about his
experience in the Pacific,”
she said.

The lecture also gave
students a chance to speak

about their own relatives in
war, Uhler said.

Despite fighting in five
wartime battles, Sanes does
not consider his service
anything extraordinary.

“I am not a hero,” he said.
“The heroes are the
400,000 people that never
came back. They are the
heroes.”
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The U.S. Navy battleship USS West Virginia burns and sinks after the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941. Joseph Sanes, 92, had enlisted a few weeks earlier.

REUTERS

Wartime experiences
finally come to light
By Lee V. Gaines
Special to the Tribune
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