
Voters in Niles strongly
supported a referendum
measure that would prohib-
it the village’s mayor from
appointing candidates to fill
vacant trustee seats without
an election.

With 24 of 24 precincts
reporting, unofficial vote to-
tals on the Cook County
Clerk’s website last week
showed 76 percent of voters
in favor and 24 against the
measure to curb the mayor’s
appointment powers by re-
quiring that any vacant
trustee seats be decided by
voters during a consolidat-
ed election.

Niles Mayor Andrew
Przybylo, who fiercely op-
posed the referendum
measure and failed in his
attempt to have it removed
from the ballot, did not
return calls seeking com-
ment.

The move to limit the
mayor’s current power to
appoint trustees to vacant
seats, which also requires
the approval of the Board of
Trustees, was begun by resi-
dent Joe Makula.

Makula, in 2011, suc-
ceeded in passing a term-
limit referendum that
sparked a contentious legal
debate that is not resolved.

“I’m trying to dismantle
the roadblocks of insider
government,” Makula said,

adding that he has no per-
sonal objections to Przyby-
lo. “(Former Mayor Nicho-
las) Blase was in office for
47 years and I’m not saying
he was a bad mayor but no
one could win against him.”

Blase served time in a
Minnesota federal prison
on a conviction in a kick-
back scheme that involved
him steering local business-
es to a friend’s insurance
company. He resigned be-
fore pleading guilty to mail
and tax fraud.

Trustee Joe LoVerde said
he feared that if the refer-
endum passed, the village

could find itself wreaked
with chaos if a situation
should arise where three
trustees simultaneously re-
sign from their seats prior to
the end of the term, and the
positions could not be filled
until an election was held in
21⁄2 years.

“In my humble opinion, a
referendum like this could
paralyze the village,” Lo-
Verde said. “There is no
mechanism to fill a trustee
vacancy, which would make
this more palatable.”

Trustee Rosemary Pal-
icki declined to disclose
whether she voted for or
against the proposed refer-
endum in last week’s elec-
tion but said she was trou-
bled by the fact the mayor

hired an attorney to consult
with on the matter in addi-
tion to mailing a flier to
residents highlighting the
potential drawbacks if the
referendum were passed.

“The village is not sup-
posed to take a position on
this but to present the
information for both sides,”
Palicki said, adding that she
also was concerned that
taxpayer money was used to
pay the legal counsel as well
as the postage for the fliers.

“The real issue is the
village took a position and
used public monies to pay
for it,” Palicki said.
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Niles voters limit mayor’s
power to fill board vacancies

Voter stickers rest on a table at a Niles polling place last week as residents overwhelmingly
determined to limit the mayor’s power to replace departing trustees.
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76 percent cast
vote to curb power
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City officials are poised
to approve a permit that
would allow a Des Plaines
mosque to expand its
parking lot despite some
neighbors’ opposition to
the plan.

Several aldermen were
ready to advance the re-
quest for a conditional-use
permit by the Islamic
Community Center of Des
Plaines to a second read-
ing at a meeting last week
— thereby giving the
mosque final approval of
its planned parking ex-
pansion.

That initiative was de-
feated by other council
members who expressed
support for the parking
plan but wanted to hold
off on the final vote until
the next meeting.

The mosque, at 480
Potter Road, has proposed
adding 81 striped parking
spaces adjacent to Iron-
wood Drive and Good
Avenue, resulting in a total
of 206 on-site spaces.

Representatives of the
center say the expansion
plan was the result of
complaints from neigh-
bors of excessive cars
parking on area streets
during Friday afternoon
services and the Islamic
holy month of Ramadan.

City staff members told
the council the expansion
plan would not eliminate
off-street parking during
busy worship times alto-
gether but it would de-

crease the amount of vehi-
cles parking on streets.

The plan was approved
unanimously by the coun-
cil during the Community
Development Committee
portion of the meeting —
to the dismay of some
members of the audience.

“I just think the way
you voted tonight is a little
too quick,” said Elizabeth
Papanastasopoulos, a
neighbor of the mosque. “I
see a sense of something
going on here that is not
quite fair.”

Both Papanastasopou-
los and fellow neighbor
Pam Warford were upset
that the council voted dur-
ing committee before al-
lowing public comment
on the matter.

At least one council
member agreed. “I think
you’re absolutely right,”
said Ald. James Brook-
man, 5th. “You should
have been called on before
the vote was taken.”

Following the commit-
tee vote, Warford and Ald.
Mark Walsten, 6th, who
chairs the committee, had
a lengthy discussion.

Warford implored Wal-
sten to recognize that the
appearance of her com-
munity had changed as a
result of the mosque and
its worshippers.

“If you think we can
make this mosque go
away, which I think you’d
like, it’s not going to hap-
pen,” Walsten said.

Walsten made a point to

Des Plaines poised
to approve more
mosque parking
By Lee V. Gaines
Special to the Tribune

Turn to Parking, Page 8

PARK RIDGE
DES PLAINESLOCAL

TRIBLOCAL.COM

NOVEMBER 13-19, 2014

For more local news, go
to TribLocal.com.

One man re-
counts his serv-
ice during World
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Veteran
tells his
story
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