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BEARS

If ever Bears coach Marc
Trestman’s understated
tone fit the occasion, it was
Sunday after a 21-13 victory
over the Vikings that
offered more relief than
meaning.

“We did what we had to
do to win the game,”
Trestman said, emotionless.
“This is our fourth win.”

Interpret no more from
the Bears’ first home
victory since Dec. 9, 2013 —
a total team effort courtesy
of the Bears offense, the
Bears defense and the
Daktronics timing system.

It was a good win over a
bad team, solid enough to
stop a three-game losing
streak but not to start
playoff talk. It was what the
Bears should have done to a
rookie quarterback on the
road in November and a
first-year head coach who
stubbornly stuck to a
defensive game plan that
invited danger.

It was a brief but
welcome diversion for the
Bears in a season fraught
with dysfunction, even if it
did little but help decide
who will stay out of the
NFC North cellar.

“We had a
backs-against-the-wall
sense of urgency,” guard
Kyle Long said.

Yet the Bears had a funny
way of showing it as they
fell behind 10-0 in a
snoozer of a first quarter,
which included a
successful Vikings fake
punt and Trestman’s typical
early pass-to-run
imbalance. Of the first 15
plays he called, 13 were
passes — judgment even
iffier than Trestman’s
decision to go for it on
three fourth downs.

The offensive oddities
gave the 55,320 fans who

the Bears to ensure this
won’t happen again, no
matter who’s at fault.
Soldier Field general
manager Tim LeFevour
told the Tribune two
technicians were on hand
as usual, but the scoring
and timing system built by
Daktronics failed for
unknown reasons.

“You feel pretty good
about things when you
have two technicians here,
but they couldn’t figure it
out,” LeFevour said.

For a change, the day’s
biggest breakdown didn’t
involve the Bears defense.
That alone was progress.
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that began with 2:03 left.
His task: Run a two-minute
drill to potentially tie the
game without a working
scoreboard clock, which
malfunctioned all game.
Fans were left to feel like
they were watching a
soccer game during
stoppage time. Players were
confused.

“I wasn’t sure at all,”
Bridgewater said about the
time remaining.

Zimmer summed up the
embarrassment best.

“The clocks here are
(expletive),” he said. “It was
musical clocks.”

The Vikings have
legitimate reason to
complain to the league,
which needs to reprimand

touchdowns but also
throwing two Cutleresque
interceptions that kept
things in perspective.

If Cutler took away
anything of value from
winning a home start for
the first time since Oct. 10,
2013, it was the return of
confidence he
acknowledged was sagging.
It can be Cutler’s biggest
strength — and weakness —
and it served him well on
the pretty 44-yard
touchdown to Marshall.

“I didn’t see Brandon,
but I knew where he was
going to be,” Cutler said.

Experience still matters
for NFL quarterbacks,
which brings us to
Bridgewater’s final drive

The result: The Bears
rediscovered their
explosiveness as Robinson
allowed enough big plays to
receive consideration as the
Bears’ offensive MVP.

“We played our normal
defense,” said Robinson,
beaten on Marshall’s two
touchdown catches and
Jeffery’s. “We didn’t change
a lot of things up.”

Meanwhile, the Bears
offensive line adjusted so
well that the Vikings
arrived tied for third in the
league in sacks and left
without sacking Cutler,
who improvised well.
Mostly, Cutler used his
extra time wisely,
completing 31 of 43 for 330
yards and three

braved the snowy,
31-degree weather
something to boo — and the
6,472 no-shows reason to
justify their decision.
Slowly but surely, the Bears
assumed control, which
had as much to do with the
Vikings as anything. The
Bears lost the turnover
battle yet won the game
because the Vikings simply
couldn’t capitalize on
mistakes.

Watching the Vikings
offense was Teddy
Bridgewater torture.
Bridgewater struggled to go
through his progressions
and lacked the mobility to
keep plays alive. The
longest of his 18
completions covered 24
yards. The Vikings gained
only 243 yards, the lowest
total by a Bears opponent in
2014.

“Nothing special,” said
Jared Allen, the ex-Viking
who registered a sack. “We
just played aggressive.”

Nothing special, indeed,
but it worked against an
offense sorely lacking
playmakers. Linebacker
Lance Briggs bounced back
with flair, and the pass rush
exposed Bridgewater as a
quarterback playing his
seventh NFL game. Given
the recent pressure
defensive coordinator Mel
Tucker has faced with
professionalism, he
deserves credit because he
would have received blame
— if not a pink slip — had
the defense responded with
a third straight clunker.

Compared with Vikings
coach Mike Zimmer’s
defensive staff, Tucker
looked like Bill Belichick.
For reasons fishermen on
Lake Minnetonka can
debate all week, the Vikings
played primarily man
coverage. They had an off
week yet never devised a
better strategy than to ask
5-foot-10 cornerback Josh
Robinson to defend two of
the tallest, strongest
receivers in the NFL in
Brandon Marshall and
Alshon Jeffery.
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Bears wide receiver Brandon Marshall celebrates after scoring a touchdown against the Vikings Sunday, ending a three-
game losing streak..
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Bears’ win over Vikings is ‘nothing special’
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