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12 NEWS

With one new member
poised to take a seat on the
Deerfield Village Board of
Trustees and two incum-
bents set to re-up for four
more years, the future of
the Northwest Quadrant
and Deerbrook Shopping
Center are going to get
renewed attention.

Trustees Bill Seiden and
Tom Jester along with
Trustee-elect Dan Shapiro
have started to focus on
their priorities for the next
four years after winning
the April 7 election. In
interviews with the Deer-
field Review, it became
clear there are somediffer-
ences of opinion.

Shapiro, the current
Plan Commission Chair-
man, said the first thing he
realizes about his new po-
sition is that he is part of a
team where each member
has unique talents andper-
spectives to offer.

“As one individual there
is a limit to what a person

can do,” Shapiro said. “We
are a team with diverse
experience. As a land use
attorney I have appeared
before boards and repre-
sented them.”

Land use experience
will come in handy, as the
first twothingsJestermen-
tioned when asked about
the village’s next four years
were the Northwest Quad-
rant and Deerbrook. Sha-
piro was part of the origi-
nal task force Jester
chaired on the Northwest
Quadrant.

The Northwest Quad-
rant is the section of down-
town Deerfield which is
bounded by Waukegan
Road on the east, Deerfield
Road on the south, the
railroad tracks on the west
and Hazel Avenue on the
north.

“The first thing Iwant to
do is approve the North-
west Quadrant plan,” Jest-
er said. “I want it added to
the 10-to-20-year long
range plan and as we have
funds available we’ll be
able to put it into effect.”

Jester said there is no
need for any buildings to
change.Muchof the land is
public property likeVillage
Hall, the Deerfield Public

Library and Jewett Park.
The retail shops south of
the First Presbyterian
Church are in place.

The parking to the west
of the church and the
commercial outletswill be-
come greener areas. There
will be no additional com-
mercial development.

“It will give people a
more pleasant place to
walk from south to north,”
Jester said.

“It’s a great balancing
act with some small busi-
ness and a place for the
community togather,”Sha-
piro added. “We don’t
really have that now,” he
added referring to an out-
door villagemeeting place.

Seiden is urging caution
before going ahead with
the plan.

“Therehavebeena lot of
studies but I’m not sure
there is enough parking,”
Seiden said. “People in
Deerfield want to park
near where they’re going.
We need to keep room for
people to drop children off
at the preschool at the
church and the park dis-
trict.”

All three men put an
emphasis on attracting
new business to the village

and keeping good corpo-
rate citizens in town.Help-
ing to breathe new life into
Deerbrook is important to
them. They also recognize
the problems.

“During the next four
years Deerbrookwill come
into focus,” Jester said. “It
all starts with Jewel and
what it will do when it
grows up. They have an
absolute veto on anyone
else selling food and few
will go into the Wonder!
space and not sell food.
And, Sears is paying $1
million a year in rent on
that space for seven or
eightmore years.”

Three years ago mall
ownership proposed a
sales tax sharing plan with
the village for additional
revenue generated from a
refurbished mall for a pe-
riodof time.That called for
a new Jewel store where
Hobby Lobby will open
later this year.

Deerbrook’s owners

withdrew the proposal
when Jewel became un-
certain about its commit-
ment, according to Jester.
Jester and Shapiro would
favor helping should the
request come again but
Seiden is unwilling.

“Why is Deerbrook any
better than a mall com-
pany?” Seiden said. “Iwant
to help but we can’t do
something that shows fa-
voritism. They’re going to
try toget themost rent they
can for a retail property.”

Seiden is puttinghis first
priority on helping the
people of Deerfield. He
said he has always been
there to listen and intends
to continue to do that.

He also put an emphasis
on the unknown which he
is certainwill occur.

“My goal is to help peo-
ple and be ready for what
comes up,” he said.

Steve Sadin is a freelance reporter for
Pioneer Press.

Deerfield trustees consider priorities
Northwest,
Deerbrook garner
attention
By Steve Sadin
Pioneer Press

“As one individual there is a limit to
what a person can do. We are a team
with diverse experience.”
—Trustee Dan Shapiro

The village of Hawthorn
Woods has been named the
safest in Illinois, according
to crime data analyzed by
the firmValue Penguin.

The data, collected in
2013, found that just one
violent crime in Hawthorn
Woods — an aggravated
assault — was reported to
the FBI. It also counted just
19 property crimes in the
village of just under 8,000
people.

“Our citizens take pride
in their community and
make it a desirable place to
live, work, and invest in
their leisure time,” Joseph
Mancino, the village’s may-
or, said ina statementboast-
ing of the ranking. “We are
proud of this distinction
and thank our residents, as
well as our public safety
officials, for their invest-
ment of excellence in our
home town.”

When organized by
population, Hawthorn
Woods also ranks first
among towns with fewer
than 15,000 people. Inver-
ness comes in second and
Lindenhurst comes in
fourth.

For midsize towns, be-
tween 15,000 and 30,000,
Lake in theHills ranks first,
with Huntley in third, Cary
in fifth and Deerfield in
seventh.

Among large municipal-
ities, the safest was west
suburban Bartlett, followed
by Buffalo Grove in second,
Mundelein in fourth and
Glenview in ninth.

Lake Zurich was 97th
statewide, while Barrington
was 79th and Lincolnshire
was 32nd.

Dead last was south sub-
urbanHarvey.

kbargnes@pioneerlocal.com

Hawthorn
Woods
earns top
rank in safe
town list
By Kevin Bargnes
Pioneer Press

A rubbish fire that
spread to the roof of a
Deerfield office building
was extinguished quickly
Tuesday morning, but not
before firefighters had to
empty the building.

Firefighters from the
Deerfield-Bannockburn
Fire Protection District put
out the fire at the commer-
cial office building at 400
Lake Cook Road after re-
sponding to a call at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, according toDep-
uty FireChief RayLarson.

There were no injuries
to either occupants of the

building or to any firefight-
ers, according to Larson.
Emergency responders
quickly evacuated the
building and checked the
structure to see if the fire
had spread to the building
interior. The fire did not
extend inside, according to
a release from the depart-
ment.

When two fire engines, a
ladder truck, ambulance
and command vehicle ar-
rived, firefighters found re-
fuse material ablaze on the
east side of the building
near a dumpster, according
to Larson.

The fire spread to the
mansard portion of the

wood shake roof.
“It’s fortunate that itwas

called in as soon as it was,”
Larson said.

“If it had continued to
burn on the roof it could
have been a serious or large
fire problem,” he said.

Larson said the depart-
ment put the fire out in
approximately 10 minutes.
Once the fire department
completed its work, the
buildingwas reopened.

Steve Sadin is a freelance
reporter for Pioneer Press.

Twitter@sadinsteve

Rubbish fire causes evacuation of Lake Cook building
By Steve Sadin
Pioneer Press

Deerfield-Bannockburn Fire Protection District firefighters
extinguished this rubbish and roof fire quickly. Officials
said it could have gotten significantly worse had someone
not called it in right away Tuesday morning.
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