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18 BUSINESS

Frank Glionna’s passion for music began
while he was growing up in Chicago and
listening to the great bands of the ’60s,
including theBeatles.

“My parents introduced us to classical
music, but thatwhole rockmusic scenewas
just something for our generation that was
ours,” saidGlionna.

His lifelong appreciation for music has
manifested itself in the success and longev-
ity ofTheMusicGallery, theHighlandPark
guitar store he’s operated for the past 40
years.

“It’s not just the name players and
professionals, but the people who have a
passion for playing guitar,” Glionna said.
“Knowing I sold them an instrument that
can help them express their passion is
something you can’t get paid for. It’s the
best.”

The Music Gallery, which is located on
GreenBayRoad, on the border ofHighland
Park and Highwood, carries hundreds of

electricandacousticguitars, specifically the
top end of allmajor guitar brands.

“We specialize in their custom shop
divisions, and offer one-of-a-kind pieces,”
said Glionna, who has sold guitars to
famous musicians like John Mayer, Joe
Walsh, and Frankie Sullivan. “Anyone who
is passionate about guitars knows that any
guitar you’ll find here isn’t what you’ll find
at any other guitar store.”

“Every time I go in there I’m amazed,”
said Sullivan, who is a songwriter and lead
guitarist for the band Survivor. “I just
bought a guitar from him two weeks ago. I
wasn’t even looking. It just felt so good and
sounded so good and I was having such a
good timeplaying it.”

The Music Gallery also prides itself on
service, with two well-known technicians,
George and Chip, who Glionna said have
beenwith the store since it opened.

“We’re giving guitar players the best
possible guitars and backing it up with
plenty of great service,” he said. “Having a
great staff who knows the product inside
and outmakes all the difference.”

Glionna,who lives inHighlandParkwith
hiswife,Laurie, saidheattendedcollege for
a short timewith the intention of becoming
a chiropractor. At age 19, he bought a small
guitar shop inEvanston.

“I would go to school in the morning,
open the shop at noon, run it until 8 p.m.
and then deliver pizzas for Gulliver’s,”
Glionna said. “What I learned was how
difficult itwas to communicatewithpeople
in the guitar industry. They made it very
hard to do businesswith them.”

Glionna said hewas advised by someone
in the industry to open a store in Lake
County where there was an untapped
market.

The Music Gallery opened in 1974 in
Highwood. Glionna moved it to its present
location two years later.

“Highwood was the only town on the
North Shore that wasn’t dry, so everyone
would come to Highwood to eat and drink,
and theywouldsee theshopandstop in,”he
said.

“The first guitar Ipurchased therewas in
1976. I still have it,” said Irwin Silbernik of

Highland Park, a guitar enthusiast and
musician, who estimated that he has
purchased 35 to 40 guitars at The Music
Gallery. “Theyhave someof thebest guitars
around, but they aremuchmore than just a
high-end guitar shop. When you walk out
the door you have a guitar that has been set
up perfectly.”

The Music Gallery also offers guitar,
voice drum and keyboard lessons to adults
and kids.

“Ninety-five percent of the time I go in
there, I buy a guitar because I find
something unusual and unique,” Sullivan
said. “AnddealingwithFrank—he’s thesalt
of the earth. Hemakes everything so easy. I
think that’swhyhe has such loyal clients.”

The Music Gallery is located at 2558
Green Bay Road inHighland Park. To learn
more, call (847) 432-6350 or visit mu-
sicgalleryinc.com.

Jackie Pilossoph is a freelance reporter for
Pioneer Press.

Twitter:@lovessentially

Music Gallery hits a high note at 40 years
The Music Gallery specializes in high-end guitars. Past clients include John Mayer, Joe Walsh and Frankie Sullivan.
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