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18 BUSINESS

Wal-Mart’s interest in
movingtoMundeleinhasan
independent grocery store
owner takinga standagainst
the retail giant and calling
village officials to action.

Adi Mor owns the
100,000-square-foot Gar-
den Fresh Market on the
northwest corner of Town-
line Road andU.S. Route 45.
He said the Jewel-Osco
store across the street is
already tough competition,
but adding a Wal-Mart
would be disastrous.

“I’d like to see the city roll
up its sleeves and go get
something we don’t already
have two of,” Mor said.
“Bring a car dealership or
another hardware store.
Wal-Mart won’t generate
more tax money or stimu-
late business growth. It
drives its neighbors away.”

Mor said he’s already lost
two battles with Wal-Mart
superstores, which are dif-
ferent because they sell
more groceries than regular
Wal-Mart stores. Mor
thinks his Mundelein Gar-
den Fresh could be a third
casualty.

“I’m a small business
owner and the weakest
link,” Mor said. “Jewel is a
corporation that can divert
moneyandwait forme togo
out. We’re located along a
commuter route, so we al-
ready get a lot of non-
Mundelein customers. It
will be a three-way fight for
the samedollars.”

Representatives from
Wal-Mart and Jewel did not
respond to requests for
comment.

Talk ofWal-Mart coming
toMundeleinbegan in2012,
when then-Mayor Kenneth
Kessler announced the
superstorewas interested in
buying most of the Oak
Creek Shopping Plaza,
which is located at the same
intersection as Garden
Fresh andJewel.

Planscalledfora178,000-
square-foot superstore.
Menards was the major
tenant at the time, but that

store closed in 2013.
Vernon Hills officials

have confirmed that Wal-
Mart wants to close its
regular store at Townline
Road and Milwaukee Ave-
nue in hopes of building
something bigger.

Mundelein has been ne-
gotiating an economic in-
centive deal with Wal-Mart
for more than a year, but
Trustee Terri Voss has on
numerous occasions said
property owner Ronald
Boorsteinhashurt theproc-
ess.

Court records show that
Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans filed for foreclosure
Feb. 5 on Boorstein’s $6.3
millionmortgage.Theprop-
erty is now in receivership,
pending some objections by
Boorstein.

Despite the foreclosure
proceedings, Mundelein
MayorSteveLentz saiddur-
ing a Feb. 16 meeting that
Wal-Mart still wants to bid
on the land and that com-
pany executives are main-
taining plans to build a
superstore.

Mor said he believed
trustees are misguided in
continuing to pursue a deal
withWal-Mart.

“It’s amazing that some
people will shoot them-
selves in the foot and not
even know it,” he said.
“Mayor Lentz is a tireless,
wonderful man. He and the
other trustees, and their
staff are great people with
the best intentions forMun-
delein, but they’re still mak-
ing a big mistake. You need
to pushWal-Mart away.”

IfWal-Mart does come to
Mundelein, Mor said it’s
likely he will have to lay off
half of his 110 employees —
someofwhommake$18per
hour.

In addition to the Mun-
delein store, which opened
in 2000, Mor also owns
Garden Fresh stores in
Round Lake Beach, Buffalo
Grove, Northbrook and Na-
perville.

Now59,Mor first came to
America from Israel in
1970s as a teenager. It was a
traditional one-year “com-

ing of age” ritual trip for
young men. Mor said he
barely spoke English but
survived by riding his bicy-
cle throughout Chicago’s
Northwest Side selling pro-
duce to hot dog stands.

In 1980 he opened his
first 1,000-square-foot-store
along Dempster Avenue
near what’s now the Skokie
Swift “L”-station.

Mor said he at one point
owned eight stores. He ad-
mits one of themwas a poor
investment that failed on its
own, but said Wal-Mart
superstores opened next to
or across the street from his
MountProspect andCrystal
Lake stores, both of which
are nowclosed.

“Wal-Mart gives more
freedom to its individual
store managers than any
other corporate chain,”Mor
said. “Each store raises and
drops prices at will, and
mostly because they secret
shop their competitors.”

The Wal-Mart near
Randhurst Mall in Mount
Prospect was renovated in
2008 to become a super-
store. Mor’s Garden Fresh
was locatedhalf amileaway.
He said the store lost $6
million in 2009 and needed
to close.

Wal-Mart closed its origi-
nal store in Crystal Lake
about five years ago and
opened a superstore closer
to Mor’s Garden Fresh. He

said it was Mount Prospect
all over again.

“It sounds silly, but peo-
ple go crazy if bananas are 8
cents off,” Mor said. “And
when people rush to Wal-
Mart for thosebananas, they
end up paying higher prices
for other stuff because they
decide against making a
second stop atmy store.”

Mor said he believes gov-
ernment needs to step in
sometimes to protect the
market as awhole.

“Once Wal-Mart targets
and eliminates everyone
around them, their prices
will go sky high, less people
will be employed, and the
empty buildings will gener-
ate no taxmoney,” he said.

Mor said he was upset to
read in the newspaper that
Mundelein is offering Wal-
Mart a tax incentive. The
deal would likely be a sales-
tax reimbursement, which
means Wal-Mart would
keep a portion of sales tax it
generates.

“My own tax money will
helpWal-Martputmeoutof
business,” Mor said.
“Menards didn’t have that
kind of deal, so now if
Wal-Mart gets to keep half
its money, then Mundelein
will raise my property taxes
to cover the shortfall.”

When contacted about
Mor’s comments, Lentz said
the Townline Road shop-
ping corridor was an exam-
ple of government stepping
in, since it was built using
funds from a tax increment
financing district.

TIF districts infuse tax
money into development
projects and then repay
loans or contributions using
the extra money generated
by improved property val-
ues.

Furthermore, Lentz said
Mundelein helped Cub
Foods renovateandupgrade
the old K-Mart building in
2000, which Garden Fresh
bought and took over in
2006.

Lentz said the buildings
may have changed owners
throughout the years, but
Jewel and Garden Fresh
have benefited from taxpay-
er help.

“In the case of Mr. Mor,
we would be happy to dis-
cuss an incentive program
with him should he have a
plan of investment for ex-
pansion or improvement,”
Lentz said.

Over-saturation is not
something Mundelein is
worried about. Lentz said
Wal-Mart’s current location
along Townline in Vernon
Hills already competeswith
GardenFresh.

“If Wal-Mart moves
closer, they may provide
some additional direct com-
petition but also will bring
with them a lot more gen-
eral shopping traffic, which
Mr.Mor should try and take
advantage of,” Lentz said.
“After all, Wal-Mart does
sell more than just grocer-
ies.”

Lentz said Mundelein is
in talks with another spe-
cialty grocery store that
wants to come to town after
Wal-Mart opens.

“Shopping synergy is a
powerful force, and retailers
generally like to locate near
each other in herds and
packsdue to synergy,”Lentz
said.

rkambic@pioneerlocal.com
Twitter@Rick_Kambic

Garden Fresh owner takes stand against Wal-Mart
By Rick Kambic
Pioneer Press

Garden Fresh Market in Mundelein in 100,000 square feet. A 75,000-square-foot Jewel-
Osco store is located across the street, and a Super Wal-Mart is possibly moving in on a
third corner of the intersection.
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Adi Mor is the owner of Garden Fresh Market in Mundelein.
He’s outspoken about how a Super Wal-Mart coming to
town could do more harm than good.
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