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Barrington’s Ice House
Mall is home to one of the
most unique jewelry shops
in the northwest suburbs,
run by a seasoned silver-
smith and goldsmith who
has operated out of that
location since 1980.

Bob Moon, owner of
Once in a Blue Moon, is
self-trained in repairing and
creating fine gold and silver
jewelry.

“Being here as long as I
have, people know I’m a
silversmith,” said Moon.
“It’s unique. That’s the
beauty of the shop.”

Moon explained that
many jewelers are trained
and specialize mainly in
gold.

Because silversmith
training is rare, he said he
has taught himself over the
years how to saw, solder,
repair and create silver jew-
elry.

“They (gold and silver)
have very similar but com-
pletely different proper-
ties,” Moon explained.
“There are little nuances
and subtleties. You learn
and little things become
steps to other things. It’s an
endless and ongoing art.”

Moon also works with a
large variety of stones like
diamonds, sapphires, rubies
and emeralds and semi-
precious stones. His shop
also displays work of other
goldsmiths and silver-
smiths, plus a collection of
antique Czechoslovakian
glass crystals made into
jewelry.

Moon saidhis specialty is
repairing and creating jew-
elry and working with fine
metals.

From his workbench just
behind the counter, Moon
often uses a process that
creates a wax model for
casting a piece of jewelry.

“That’s one of my strong
points, taking customers’
wishes and interpreting
that into the final metal
product,” he said. “My fa-
vorite is when people come

to pick up something and
they say it’s better than they
ever expected.”

Barrington resident Jes-
salyn Carlsen said she has
beentoMoon’s storeseveral
times and once had a pair of
glass earrings repaired
there that she now gets
compliments on almost ev-
ery time shewears them.

“He’s reallygoodat fixing
things,” said Carlsen. “He
gives you different options.
If you’re looking for some-
thingunique, he’s the guy to
go to.”

A proponent of environ-
mental responsibility,Moon
also advocates the recycling
of gold, since buying new
gold is, not surprising, cost-
ly.

“If you melt it down and
make it into a new creation,
you’ve recycled it,” he said.

Moonalso carries labora-
tory-created stones, which
are precious gem stones
created in a laboratory with
thesamechemicalandcrys-
tal structure and appear-
ance of stones that are
minedorextracted fromthe
Earth.

“This way, you’re not
digging up mountains or
polluting rivers or, in the

case with diamonds, you’re
preventing man-to-man
conflict,” he explained.

Moon also offers watch
battery replacement and
free watch repair estimates.
Moon can also help inter-
ested customers get laser
repairs done for pieces that
might suffer heat damage
from conventional repair
methods.

“I call it new technology
for old problems,” he said.

Moon opened his first
shop in 1971 in Blacksburg,
Va., after attending college
at VirginiaTech.

“There was an opportu-
nity, and I was in need of
making some money, and I
just fell in love with it
because it’s so cool,” he said.

In 1980, Moon opened a
shop in Barrington after his
wife took a job inChicago.

Today, customers come
from around the region to
Once in a Blue Moon, and
he has obtained a stellar
reputation.

“It’s all interesting,” he
said. “It’s all fun. That’s the
joy of it.”
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Jewelry shop keeps reputation
By Bridget O’Shea
Pioneer Press

Barrington’s Once in a Blue Moon has been located in the Ice House Mall since 1980. The
shop also serves as a repair site for gold and silver jewelry of all kinds.
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Owner Bob Moon uses a workbench behind the counter to
solder and repair items.

An unnamed source in
the real estate market told
Crain’s Chicago Business
that discount retailer
Gordmans will close its
three Chicago-area stores,
including the one in Ver-
nonHills.

But a spokesperson for
the company is denying
immediate plans to close
the department store at
701 N. Milwaukee Ave., or
Gordmans stores in Na-
perville andAlgonquin.

“Regarding Gordmans’
Chicago stores, there is no
immediate plan or deci-
sion on whether those
stores will close,” Amy
Myers, senior vice presi-
dent for marketing at
Gordmans, said in a writ-
ten response to Pioneer
Press. “However, in 2015,
which is Gordmans’ 100th
anniversary of doing busi-
ness, Gordmans is in the
processofopeningsixnew
stores, one of which will
be the retail chain’s 100th
store.”

Myers did not respond
to additional questions re-
garding the health of
Gordmans’ Chicago-area
stores or if any of the six
new stores will be in Chi-

cago.
Gordmans features

name-brand apparel, ac-
cessories and home decor
itemsand intimateapparel
at up to 60 percent off
normal department store
prices.FounderDanGord-
man bought into a small
chain in 1936 and later
renamed the company af-
ter himself.

The company opened a
50,000-square-foot store
in Vernon Hills in 2011
after Inland Reality reno-
vated the old AMC River-
treemovie theater.

At the time, Vernon
Hillswaswatchingbigbox
stores leave at an alarming
rate. Repurposing the
movie venue was made
possible when village
trustees agreed to rebate
$385,000 in future sales
tax money over a 10-year
span.

The deal is between
Vernon Hills and Inland
Reality, but the rebated
money is based on sales
produced atGordmans.

Vernon Hills Assistant
Village Manager Joe
Carey said he was un-
aware of any plans to close
the store.

rkambic@pioneerlocal.com
Twitter@Rick_Kambic

A spokesperson for Gordmans denies that the chain has
immediate plans to close Chicago-area stores.
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Gordmans denies
plans to close stores
By Rick Kambic
Pioneer Press
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